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arid the highest distinction to protect her from wrong;
when the family life is real and strong, of which the
mother-wife is the heart; when each man's pulse beats
loyal to womanhood, then is a nation great. When
women are treated as playthings, toys, drudges, worth
anything only if they have beauty to be enjoyed or
strength to labour; when sex is considered the chief
thing in a woman, and heart and mind are forgotten;
when a man buys women for his pleasure and dis-
misses them when his appetite is glutted, then is- a
nation despicable.

And so is it in the Bast. Yet it would be hard to lay
the blame altogether on Mohammad. The real roots
of the degradation of women lie much deeper. When
Islam was instituted, polygamy was almost necessi-
tated by the number of women and their need of
support; and facility of divorce was required by the
separation of the sexes, and the consequence that
a man could not know or even see the woman he
was about to marry before the marriage ceremony
was accomplished. It is not Mohammad whom we
must blame for these great evils, polygamy and"
divorce; it is the state of society which demanded
the separation of the sexes, and in which it was not
safe to allow men and women freely to associate; in
other words, it was the sensual constitution of the
Arab that lay at the root of the matter. Mohammad
might have done better. He might boldly have swept
away the traditions of Arab town-life, unveiled the
women, intermingled the sexes, and punished by the
most severe measures any license which such asso-